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We do not aspire to social equality, and I dare say our social
evolution lies along different lines. We have stated so repeatedly
—that we shall not at present ask for the whole franchise. We
understand who is the predominant race here. In the process of
time, when we have deserved it, we shall get the franchise also.
I dare say, but that is not a question of practical politics. There
will be no further influx of Indians from India—thank Heaven!
—so that it is only a question of the fair and just treatment
of the Indian population that is here, and, if that population is to
live in peace, the least it is entitled to is to have the ability and
opportunity of living here in absolute peace, and with honour and
dignity. If that is not what we are entitled to, I do not know
what we are entitled to.1
The Natal Mercury, 29-6-1914 and 30-6-1914
343. LETTER TO E. M. GORGES
cape town,
June 30, 1914
DEAR MR* GORGES,
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter2 of even date
herewith setting forth the substance of the interview that General
Smuts was pleased, notwithstanding many other pressing calls upon
his time, to grant me on Saturday last, I feel deeply grateful for
the patience and courtesy which the Minister showed during the
discussion of the several points submitted by me.
The passing of the Indians' Relief Bill and this correspondence
finally closes the passive resistance struggle which commenced in
the September of 1906 and which to the Indian community cost
much physical suffering and pecuniary loss and to the Government
much anxious thought and consideration.
As the Minister is aware, some of my countrymen have wished
me to go further. They are dissatisfied that the trade licences
properly wielded, it required an infinitely stronger weapon than violence. If
the spirit which had guided the deliberations of both Houses in the passage of
that Bill, and of all their individual friends, was the spirit which would be
applied to several other problems, there need be no fear of a recrudescence of
passive resistance. After a struggle lasting eight years, the Indians needed a
period of peace, aad it was for the Europeans not to be sparing of sympathies.**
*The gathering was then addressed fay Kalienbach,
2 m Appendk XXVI.

